
 
 
 
 

 

Last Sunday afternoon we had a wonderful presentation by Dr. Tarunjit Singh Butalia regarding 
his Sikh faith, his personal journey of 30 years here in the US, and some of his advice regarding 
our interaction with other faith communities.  Dr. Butalia is a well know figure in interfaith 
communities.  He is active both in Ohio and nationally.  It is certainly not the same as being 
there, but I would like to share a little of what he shared with us. 
 
A few facts about the Sikh faith: 

 One of the youngest major religions of the world but is fifth largest (after Christianity, 

Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism); 25 million – 80% in the Punjab State of India, 10% 

outside India, 0.5 mil in US 

 Like Christianity, it is strictly monotheistic 

 Concept of God - One God, Eternal, The Reality, The Name, Creator and Doer, All-

pervading, Without fear, Without enmity, transcending time, Never Born, Self-existent, 

(understood) through the Guru's grace. 

 Sikh have worship locations in Dublin and Westerville. 

 
Tarunjit moved to central Ohio to go to graduate school in Civil Engineering at Ohio State 
almost 30 years ago.  Although he grew up in a Sikh family in Punjab State of India, he had 
attended a Catholic school.  When he decided to explore other faiths, he told us it was a Catholic 
priest who advised him to first thoroughly explore his own faith tradition before looking for 
other options.  This led to a deep and continuing commitment to the Sikh faith and a profound 
respect for other faith traditions.  Although he wears a turban as a symbol of his faith, he asks 
that you be aware that this does not mean is Muslim or Islamic. 
 
When commenting about our interaction with persons of East Asian origin immigrating into our 
communities he made several observations.  First is that they are likely less interested in 
assimilation than previous generations and more interested in being accommodating and 
accommodated.  They would like to maintain their identity.   Second, that due to the long history 
in their home countries of colonization by foreign powers, which did not respect their religious 
traditions, there are heightened sensitivities of which we need to be aware.  He was very careful 
to distinguish between government decisions and faith based decisions.  For example, he would 
say India was dominated by British rule; it was not a Christian domination.  This history does 
however leave a barrier in trying to form connections with other communities of faith.  The 
history of imperialism makes the default assumption that pastors in particular, are trying to 
evangelize rather than welcome and respect.  His recommendation is that the best connections 

are 1) person to person in the normal course of life and 2) hospitality that is willing to bring to 
them rather than only inviting to come join us.  Simple hospitality at the store of making eye 
contact, greeting and conversation is his recommended starting point.  
 
This short summary cannot do justice to Dr. Butalia’s presentation, but I hope you find in it 
some food for thought. 

Pastor Bob 
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November 2017 Mission & Ministry 

 
. 

Women’s Society Meeting – November 1, 2017 
Turning Point Mission 

 
The WBPC Women’s Society meeting was held this past Wednesday in the Church Annex.  An 

update was given by Robin O’Neal, Turning Point, who shared pictures of the renovations being 
made to the Delaware site that is targeted to open next year.  In addition to being a Women’s Shelter, 
it will also house abused animals recused from the same homes as many of the battered and abused 

women. 
 

During this Advent Season, the Women’s Society will have a giving tree dedicated to the Turning 
Point Mission.  Instead of collecting money and items to donate to the Marion campus, money will be 

collected to donate to help finance the renovations at the new site.  All funds raised for the 
renovations are a result of private and public donations as grant funding is not available for this 

purpose.  Envelopes will be available to hang on the tree with your generous donation. 
 

The November meeting hosts were Joan Jordan, Eileen Doucher, Amy Martindale, and Lou Ann Shy. 
Dinner and dessert was served with a spiritual nugget given by Julia Roll who supplied us with a 

survival kit for daily life.   

 
Adult Sunday School Schedule 

 
After completing our series on the Reformations, adult Sunday school will begin a seven-week series 

Animate/Faith.   Sessions are like a guided tour through the basics of Christian Theology. 
 

Seven Sessions with well know presenters: 
 

November 5      God/ Faith A Quest – Brian McLaren 
November 12   Religion/ Spirituality is Not Enough – Lillian Danial 
November 19   Jesus/ The Revolution of Love – Mark Scandrette 
November 26   Salvation/ Abundant Life Now – Shane Hipps 
December 3      Cross/ Where God is – Nadia Boz-Weber 
December 10   Bible/ A Book Like No Other – Lauren Winner 
December 17   Church/ An Imperfect Family – Bruce Reyes-Chow 

 
Each unit stands independently, so you are encouraged to come to as many as you are able. 

 
 

Family Promise Donation Items for November 2017 
 

Items needed for the month of November are baby wipe, boxes of tissues, and paper towels.  Please 
place your donated items in the box in the Church Annex. 

  Family Promise appreciates our support of their mission serving the homeless families in Delaware 
County.  October was a banner month for WBPC giving. 

The next donations for Family Promise will begin in January 2018. 
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Olentangy District Ministerial Meetings 
 

         Ministers in the Olentangy district periodically meet to share ministry and mission activities occurring 
in their church.  On November 14, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. the next meeting of this group will be held at West 

Berlin Presbytery Church. This is a great opportunity to share ideas and develop relationships in our area to 
work on various community missions.   

 
Thanksgiving Eve, Eve Service - November 21, 2017 – 7:00 PM 

 
Thanksgiving Eve, Eve Service will be held on Tuesday, November 21st.  This service will include 

communion.  Please invite friends and family to attend. 
  You are asked to bring an offering of canned goods to go to People in Need (PIN) Delaware.  Can goods 

can be brought in on Sunday, November 19th and Sunday, November 26th as well. 
We will be rewarded with pumpkin pie and coffee after the service.  Invite cards are available on the info 

table in the sanctuary. 
We hope that you will join us for this special service as we give Thanks to God for our many blessings. 

 

Veteran’s Day 
Friday, November 10, 2017 is Veteran’s Day.  Take time to show a special soldier in your family and/or our 
community how much you appreciate their service and the freedom they have given our country.  We wish 

to extend our continued gratitude to the members of our congregation and extended family who have 
faithfully served or currently serve to protect our nation.  

  
 “THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!!!” 

 

Second Annual Interfaith Prayer Gathering & Potluck 
 

Our presenter at the most recent Deacon and Mission Board series, Dr. Tarunjit Butalia wanted us to know 
that we are all invited to the 2nd Annual Interfaith Prayer Gathering and Potluck of the Interfaith Association 

of Central Ohio, Sunday December 10, 2017 from 5 to 7 PM at the Broad Street Presbyterian Church. 
 

Fliers will be on posted on our bulletin board for more information on this event. 
 

Facebook & Next Door WBPC Info Sharing 
 

If you are active on Facebook or interested in what is happening in the neighborhood, you are encouraged 
to follow West Berlin Presbyterian Church on both of the above forms of social media. “Like” and 

“Follow” us on Facebook at WBPC to see our posts on church weekly activities, pictures, and devotions. 
Next Door has information on our upcoming events to make the community aware of what’s happening at 

WBPC. 
 

 Jennifer Jordan, Amy Martindale and Jerianne Gooding continuously post church mission and worship 
activities on these sites.  If you have any questions or need assistance in accessing these sites, please let one 

of these individuals knows and they will be happy to assist you. 
 

Weekly sermons, the monthly newsletters and general church information are posted on the WBPC website 
at www.westberlinpc.info.   
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 November 2017 Worship and Calendar of Events 
 
Wednesday, November 1, 2017 (6:30 PM)  Women’s Society – Turning Point Update 
 

Sunday, November 5, 2017 (9:30/10:30AM              Sunday School/Worship/Communion/Session 
 

Tuesday, November 7, 2017                                      Election Day! – Get Out & Vote 
 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 (11:00AM)              John Rae Class Gathering 
  @ Bob Evan’s Restaurant 36/37 
 

Friday, November 10, 2017                                      Veteran’s Day 
 

Sunday, November 12, 2017 (9:30/10:30AM)            Sunday School/Worship with special recognition  
 of Veterans 
 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017 (6:30 PM)               Ladies’ Night Out – Old Bag of Nails (Delaware) 
 

Sunday, November 19, 2017 (9:30/10:30AM)            Sunday School/Worship 

Tuesday, November 21, 2017 (7:00PM)                   Thanksgiving Eve, Eve Worship 
 

Thursday, November 23, 2017                                 Thanksgiving Day 
 

Sunday, November 26, 2017 (9:30/10:30AM)          Sunday School/Worship/Christ the King Sunday Celebration 
  
  

LOOKING AHEAD>>> 
 

Wednesday, December 6, 2017 (6:00PM)                  Women’s Society Silent Auction 
 

REMINDER:  Auction items can be dropped off at the church on Sunday, December 3, 2017.  
Items can be previewed and bid on after church on that Sunday by all. 
 

November Birthdays and Anniversaries: 
 

Birthday 
 

November  - 1- Cindy McGraw, 2-Gene Ford, 3-Gene Pillion, 8-Kari Ford, 9-Dave Thompson, 11-John Jordan, 12-
Laura Cimini, 13-Shelly Glenn, 20-Pete Patterson, 24-Paul Barrie, 25-Kathy Thompson, 26-Leigh Coldren 

 

Anniversaries 
 

November – 8-Tom & Jerianne Gooding, 10-Pete & Maxine Patterson, 14-Tom & Lori Cox, 15-Mike & Michelle 
Mellon, 20-Dennis & Linda Fisher 

 
 

 
 

 

 


