
WEST BERLIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Established 1876   Dr. Robert J. Gustafson, Pastor        Yvonne Gustafson, Liturgist 
Julia Roll and Edmund Cox, Organists              Amy Martindale, Principal Vocalist  
Proper 19               September 13, 2026 
GATHERING TIME (10:15 – 10:30 AM) Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6145951009  
Dial  929 436 2866 or 312 626 6799  Meeting ID: 614 595 1009 
 
WELCOME & PRELUDE  God is Good.  All the time.  & All the time.  God is good. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
L:  Give praise to God!  P:  Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves. . . .  
L:  It is God who forgives. . . .  P:  It is God who delivers. . . .  
L:  Give thanks and praise to the Lord! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION 
As loving parents have compassion for their children, God has compassion for us.  Confident in God’s 
love, let us confess our sins. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and loving God, you lived for us—we have not lived for you. You have forgiven us—we 
have not forgiven others.  You have loved us—we have not loved ourselves nor have we loved one 
another.  Take pity on us and forgive us, God.  Help us to forgive.  Help us to live for you.  Help us to 
love through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
People of God, our sins are forgiven. God is merciful and gracious and is  Lord of us all.   Reconciled to 
the God who loves us, let us live and love through Christ our Lord. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE     “Gloria Patri”   No. 9 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION & FIRST READING   Psalm 103 Thanksgiving for God’s Goodness 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals 
all your diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  
5 who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6 The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 7 He made known his ways to 
Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.  8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding 
in steadfast love.  9 He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.  10 He does not deal with 
us according to our sin nor repay us according to our iniquities.  11 For as the heavens are high above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so 
far he removes our transgressions from us. 13 As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has 
compassion for those who fear him. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6145951009


 
 

 
 

YOUTH MESSAGE   Hands Up Prayer 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC     
 
SECOND READING    Romans 14:1-12 Do Not Judge Another 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith (conviction) but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for 
God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully 
convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, 
eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give 
thanks to God. 
7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this 
end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”  12 So 
then, each one of us will be held accountable.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
   

SERMON   “Sweating the Small Stuff” 
 
HYMN    “In Christ There is No East or West”    No. 678 (See attached) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS - JOYS & CONCERNS – PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
CALL TO OFFERING –DOXOLOGY-PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise him, all creatures here below.  Praise him above, ye 
heav’nly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
HYMN   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”    No. 677 (See attached) 
 
CHARGE, BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE  
  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 


